Little is known about fossil ostracods from deep-sea drilling sites in the marginal sea bordered by the Eurasian continent, the Korean Peninsula, and the Japanese Islands. This report presents taxonomic descriptions for the Pliocene and early Pleistocene deepsea ostracods at Integrated Ocean Drilling Program Expedition 346 Site U1426 on the Oki Ridge in the marginal sea. We found 23 species and 12 genera in discrete core samples. The ostracods constitute taxa that dwell under the Tsushima Warm Current and the Japan Sea Intermediate-Proper Water. We present taxonomic summaries of ostracod species distribution and ecology in addition to scanning electron microscopic images.
Introduction
Previously, Pliocene and Pleistocene ostracods from the marginal sea were investigated using specimens from mainly outcrops exposed in the marginal sea side of the Japanese Islands. Most of these studies examined shallow-marine ostracods from the Setana (Hayashi, 1988) , Omma (Ozawa and Kamiya, 2001, 2005) , Yabuta (Cronin et al., 1994) , Mita (Goto et al., 2014b) , Shichiba (Ozawa, 2010; Ishida et al., 2012) , and Sasaoka (Irizuki, 1989; Yamada et al., 2002) formations. A few deep-sea ostracod faunas were recognized in the Kuwae (Yamada et al., 2005; Irizuki et al., 2007; Goto et al., 2014a) and Tentokuji (Irizuki, 1996; Irizuki and Ishida, 2007) formations (Fig. F1 , Table T1 ). The deep-sea faunas contain the taxa that dwell in today's Japan Sea Intermediate-Proper Water. Further, the faunas were reported from strata whose geological age is between 3.5 and 2.7 Ma.
In 2014, Integrated Ocean Drilling Program (IODP) Expedition 346 cored 7 sites in the marginal sea and 2 sites in the South China Sea (Fig. F1) . At IODP Site U1426, four holes were cored at 903 meters below sea level (mbsl). Here, we report on the ostracod taxa found in Pliocene to Pleistocene sediments and describe them taxonomically. Following the shipboard age model (see the "Site U1426" chapter [Tada et al., 2015] ), the geological age of the sediment samples ranges from 4.8 to 1.2 Ma.
Data report: Pliocene and Pleistocene deep-sea ostracods from Integrated Ocean Drilling Program
Site U1426 (Expedition 346)
Site location and setting Site U1426, located at 37°2.00′N, 134°48.00′E; 903 mbsl, is near the top of the Oki Ridge, in the south central part of the marginal basin (Fig. F1) . The second branch of the Tsushima Warm Current flows over this site. Physical properties of the water column enable four types of water masses to be characterized in the marginal sea (Ozawa, 2003) : the Tsushima Warm Current Surface Water (water depth < 70 m), Tsushima Warm Current Core Water (water depth = 70-150 m), Japan Sea Intermediate-Proper Water (water depth > 170 m), and Japan Sea Central Water (water depth = 30-180 m in northern part of the marginal sea).
Of the four holes cored at Site U1426, Holes U1426A and U1426C were examined in the present study. Total core recoveries for Holes U1426A and U1426C were 418.78 m (105.6%) and 211.9 m (103.9%), respectively.
Material and methods
Two hundred and twenty eight samples were collected using 2 cm thick plastic scoops (individual sample volume 34 cm 3 ) in the interval of 120. 5-199.7, 294.1-307.3, and 383.4-388 .9 m core depth below seafloor (CSF) in Hole U1426A and of 113.4-178.1 m CSF in Hole U1426C. The sampled interval spans the Pliocene to the Pleistocene. All the discrete sediment samples were freeze-dried under vacuum and then washed with water through a 63 µm opening sieve screen. The residual sediments were dried at room temperature. All ostracod specimens were picked from the residues of the >150 µm grain size fraction and transferred to a slide. We identified the taxa using light microscopes and scanning electron microscopes, Miniscope TM-1000 (Hitachi Ltd., Tokyo) at Shinshu University and JSM-6500F (JEOL Ltd., Tokyo) at the Center for Advanced Marine Core Research, Kochi University. We counted specimens of each species without discriminating between valves and carapaces. Juvenile specimens of the genus Krithe were identified as Krithe spp. because early stage valves/carapaces are too similar to distinguish at the species level. The terminology for the morphology of Krithe follows Coles et al. (1994) . The taxonomic classification for the rank higher than the genus follows Brandão et al. (2016) .
Results
At least 23 species belonging to 12 genera were recognized from 90 samples from Holes U1426A and U1426C (Table T2) . Sample 346-U1426A-18H-5, 75-77 cm (161.25 m CSF) had the most abundant specimens (50 specimens), whereas most of the discrete samples yielded <5 specimens each. Acanthocythereis dunelmensis, Krithe spp., and Robertsonites tabukii are dominant taxa. Most of the species are found in the Pliocene and Pleistocene strata in the marginal sea coast of the Japanese Islands and the modern seafloor sediments in the marginal sea. Some are reported from modern seafloor sediments in the Arctic Ocean (Gemery et al., 2015) and Alaska Bay (e.g., Brouwers, 1993 Brouwers, , 1994 Table T1 . List of the Pliocene and Pleistocene strata referred to in Figure F1 around the Japanese Islands. Irizuki, 1990 . 5. Cytheropteron cf. carolae Brouwers, 1994, adult, RV (21H-5, 125-127 cm) . 6. Cytheropteron eremitum Hanai, 1959, juvenile, LV (18H-5, 75-77 cm) . 7. Cytheropteron cf. perlaria Hao in Ruan and Hao, 1988, adult, LV (21H-5, 125-127 cm) . 8. Kobayashiina hyalinosa Hanai, 1957, adult, RV (19H-5, 75-77 cm) . 9. Krithe antisawanensis Ishizaki, 1966, adult, RV (21H-4, 25-27 cm) . 10. Krithe dolichodeira Van Den Bold, 1946, adult, RV (19H-3, 125-127 cm) . 11. Krithe reversa Van Den Bold, 1958, adult, RV (18H-5, 75-77 cm) . Brouwers, 1993, juvenile, RV (22H-6, 125-127 cm) . 13. Palmoconcha saboyamensis (Ishizaki, 1966) , adult, LV (346-U1426C-15H-3, 85-87 cm). 14. Palmoconcha sp., adult, LV (14H-4, 85-87 cm). Yajima, 1982 
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